University of South Florida

Scholar Commons
Newspaper collection

The Weekly Challenger

2009-10-08

The Weekly Challenger : 2009 : 10 : 08
The Weekly Challenger, et al

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger

Recommended Citation
The Weekly Challenger, et al, "The Weekly Challenger : 2009 : 10 : 08" (2009). Newspaper collection. 41.
https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger/41

This is brought to you for free and open access by the The Weekly Challenger at Scholar Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Newspaper collection by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more
information, please contact scholarcommons@usf.edu.

OPINION

Rev. Al Sharpton on Acorn

2

LOCAL

Steve Marshall - Young People On The Move 4

SPORTS

Bucs search for answers

8

Presort Std
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit #2271
St. Petersburg, FL

50¢

STATE

Rep. Meek on H1N1 Flu 9

We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Tampa • Largo • Tarpon Springs • Safety Harbor • Bradenton • Sarasota

VOLUME 42 NUMBER 6

Gibbs Class
Of 1951Celebrates
58th Class Reunion

OCTOBER 8 - OCTOBER 14, 2009

‘Peace Be Still,’
But Do Not Sit Out
In This Election

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Photograph courtesy
of The Power Broker

BY GYPSY GALLARDO
SPECIALTO THE
CHALLENGER

It’s count down time, with
less than one month until we
elect six new top City officials.
Yet, at least half of the
community leaders I’ve polled
are either still on the fence about
who to vote for, or they’re
advising folks to “stay neutral.”
It’s understandable that some
of us are still undecided. After all,
we haven’t heard or s e e n
enough
from
the
Candidates – yet - to make a
good choice.
But the strategy of “staying
neutral” is a losing proposition
for our community.
Watson Haynes put it best by
saying “Sitting it out for this
election is the worst thing we
could possibly do. AfricanAmericans have been a deciding
force in the Mayor’s race for as
long as I can remember. If we
don’t vote, we get what we get,
and we diminish our power in
politics.”
Dr. Yvonne ScruggsLeftwich, a St. Petersburg
resident and a political scientists
whose columns appear in a
dozen national and regional pub-

lications, agrees emphatically
with Haynes. “We have the
perfect opportunity to be the
‘hammer’ in an election that will
decide the future of our City.
What sense does it make to sit on
the sidelines?”
She makes the point that the
Obama election energized black
voters in a way we haven’t seen
since the civil rights movement.
“It’s time to capitalize on that
energy and keep voters involved
in deciding the local races that
impact our bread-and-butter.”
Indeed, asking black voters
to “stay neutral” is like asking an
all-star quarterback to sit on the
bench for the Super Bowl game.
So, yes, sit back for a minute
and learn as much as you can
about the Candidates before you
choose, but choose you must.
To put it bluntly, if we don’t
stand watch on the issues that
impact the black community,
who will? The cold, hard reality
is that if black voters choose not
to hold candidates accountable,
trust me, other issues and
interest groups will.
Here’s a roll call of some of
the folks who are active in this
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Kevin Gordon,
Principal, Gibbs High School

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Members of the Gibbs High
School Class of 1951 recently
held their 58th reunion with 25
members of the class and their
guest Aug. 29, at the Dolphin
Beach Resort, St. Petersburg
Beach.
A festive atmosphere of blue
and gold depicting the class
colors included ribbons, centerpieces and banquet programs
that provided the setting for the
banquet as classmates renewed
their acquaintances.
Herbert Dixon, class
president, welcomed the
members and their guest. A
memorial was held for 47
deceased members and it was

Rubye H. Wysinger, Retired Teacher,
Gibbs High School

noted that nine classmates
(C h a r l e s G a i n e s , E u g e n i a
herring, Gloria Newkirk,
Lois Norton, Louella Sheeley,
Cha r l e s S h o r t e r, S o l o m o n
Thomas, Clemmie L. Thomas
and Marjorie Walker) had passed
away since the reunion in 2005.
The original class had 100
members.
Following dinner, classmate
Esther H. Zeigler served as
mistress of ceremonies and introd u c e d R u b y e H . Wy s i n g e r
for special recognition and
achievement, the last living
Gibbs High School teacher from
the class of 1951. Classmate
Mozell R. Davis read and
presented her with an achieve-

ment plaque for devoting her life
as an educator. Classmate Molly
T. George read a proclamation
f r o m M a y o r, R i c k B a k e r,
St. Petersburg, recognizing
Wysinger as a dedicated teacher
at Gibbs High School and
presented her red roses from the
class of 1951. Wysinger, the centerpiece and highlights of the
banquet were followed by two
dynamic speakers, Kevin
Gordon, Principal of Gibbs High
School and Dr. Henry Oliver.
Their words were most appropriate for the occasion and well
received by all in attendance.
Class members attended
included, Livingston Albritton,
Retired Colonel Charles J. Brit

Dr. Henry Oliver,
Retired USF Professor

(Fort Washington, MD), Lola M.
Dallas-Brown, Maggie ChurchBrown, Sevelle Brown, Marion
McKahand-Church, Bessie
Burton-Curry (Penfield, NY),
Mozell Reese-DavisHerbert
DixonCharles Gaston,. Molly
Thompson-George, Lois
Simpson-Gray (Newark), Mary
Hayes-Holland, Clarence
Johnson (Alexandria, VA), J.
McCulloughChristine TaylorOxendine, Cinderella SimmsSmith, Delceda HarrisT h o m p s o n L e v i Va l e n t i n e ,
Johnnie Welch and. Esther
Hargrette-Zeigler (Plant City).
Members of the class voted
to have the 60th reunion in 2011.
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Henry J. Ballard, Jr. Receives Minority Enterprise Development Award for Outstanding Service

TAMPA – Henry J. Ballard,
Jr., Supplier Diversity Officer for
Hillsborough County Public
Schools (HCPS) recently was
honored with the Chairperson’s
Award presented during Tampa
Bay’s 2009 Minority Enterprise
Development (MED) Week.
Lynette Darrell, who served
as MED Week chairperson for the
events and activities held Sept. 15
- 18, presented Ballard with the
prestigious award during a
banquet held at the Tampa Airport
Hilton. She praised Ballard’s
achievements and accomplishments that have helped the Office
of Supplier Diversity (OSD)
greatly increase the number and
range of certified small businesses

BALLARD

continued on pg. 3

Susan Valdes, Vice Chair of the Hillsborough County~School~Board,
Ophelia Ballard, Henry J. Ballard, Jr., Supplier Diversity Officer for Hillsborough County
Public Schools (HCPS), and Cathy Valdes, Chief Facilities Officer for HCPS
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

It was the 1960s, and after
decades following the abolishment
of slavery, African-Americans were
still vying for simple fundamental
human rights, including the most
basic form of involvement in society
– voting.
Routinely disenfranchised from
the process via underhanded tactics
such as literacy tests, and more
blatant intimidation methods like
outright murder and violence, the
Black community found itself intricately excluded from actively participating in any discourse that may
have altered their lives for the better.
Following the murder of votingrights activists in places like
Mississippi and Alabama, the
President and Congress finally
passed the Voting Rights Act of 1965
that aimed to ensure equality in our
election process.
Though we may not be physically attacked at voting stations or
forced to pay fees at the ballot box,
people of color are once again being
excluded from the process in much
more underhanded and disturbing

ways. And the campaign to end
ACORN is the clearest, prime
example before our eyes.
The Association of Community
Organizations for Reform Now,
better known by its acronym
ACORN, was established in 1970
and through the years has worked
diligently to register individuals
from disenfranchised neighborhoods, help construct schools, find
affordable housing for the poor and
more. It is in fact the largest membership organization of low and
medium income people, and it has
itself employed more than 13,000
registration assistance workers
throughout the country. Its housing
corporation has assisted over 50,000
families facing foreclosure, and its
tax and benefit centers have helped
over 150,000 low-income families
receive over $190 million in Earned
Income Tax Credits and other
refunds. But perhaps most impressive under ACORN’s extensive
accolades has been its ability to
register some 1.3 million to vote and hence help give a voice to those
who have been silenced for much
too long.
For the past few weeks, the
media has been fixated on a video

that depicts ACORN workers
allegedly giving advice to a man and
a woman posing as a pimp and prostitute. While the authenticity of this
tape is still being investigated, let’s
not underscore the fact that the man
behind the footage, James O’Keefe,
is a longtime right-wing agitator and
instigator who has a lengthy history
of targeting reform institutions. Let’s
not forget that FOX News, upset over
its dwindling viewership and simultaneous dwindling advertising
dollars, has made it a point to attack
anything that may have helped the
first Black President win office.
And let’s not dismiss the persistent and consistent efforts of conservatives to take down ACORN
throughout the years, with trumped
up voter fraud charges and more.
Even if we were to pretend that
the footage of this tape has been
authenticated, it still does not justify
a cease of Federal funds to this vital
organization. In no way am I
condoning the behavior of these
ACORN employees if they were in
fact violating legal and ethical rules.
But a few bad employees cannot
account for the elimination of an
entire institution that is so integral in
our most underserved communities.

There is a terrible and terrifying
c re a t ur e s talking the blac k
community day and night. People
regularly hear reports and sometimes
see the horrible and constant toll that
it’s taking on our lives, but there
seems to be an unannounced
agreement not to talk about it openly
and honestly. Perhaps, there is a
desperate hope that if we don’t
mention its name and recognize its
presence, it will go away as quickly
and quietly as it came.
At first, we saw it as a problem
for people outside our community
because the majority of the visible
victims were white. But now, the
victims are rapidly changing color
a n d 6 6 per cent o f a ll ne wly
diagnosed and dying victims are
from the Black and Brown communities.
We also have seen the victims as
mainly questionable and unworthy
males even though they are often
husbands, fathers, brothers, sons, and
boyfriends, played the piano and
preached at our churches and sang
love songs at our concerts. Now we
see new victims, black women who
are 65 percent of all new casualties

from this terrifying and terrible
creature among women of color.
Even our children are not exempt,
they have now become 75 percent of
all its fatal victims.
Finally, we heard that it was a jail
and prison phenomenon, isolated
and too far away to affect us. But it
came home with husbands, fathers,
brothers, boyfriends and sons and is
now wreaking havoc on our women,
children, families and community.
This terrible and terrifying
creature is called HIV/AIDS and it
has come to our community and is
consuming our life energy and
undermining our future. It is now the
number one killer of our people
between the ages of 22-45. Although
we are only 12 percent of the U.S.
population, we are 50 percent of the
casualties of this terrible and terrifying creature in its non-fatal form.
As the casualties mount day after
day through disease and death, it is
urgent and unavoidable that we as a
community come together, set aside
our fears, phobias, misconceptions
and costly silence and actively
confront this horrible threat to our
lives and future as a people. To save
and protect the lives of our children
and people as a whole, there are
several things we must do.
• First, we must embrace the
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victims for who they are-above all,
members of our community and
families, our friends and fellow
human beings, deserving the respect
we all are due as bearers of dignity
and divinity.
• Second, we must practice an
ethics of care and responsibility for
the ill and vulnerable among us. This
is central to our spiritual and ethical
tradition as a people. There was
never a time needed to do this more
than now in this devastating crisis.
• Third, we must urge our
leaders, organizations and especially
our religious institutions to take up
this issue in a serious and sustained
manner, holding forums, speaking
out, organizing and mobilizing the
community to care for the ill, protect
the well, and bury the dead with
deserved dignity and remembrance,
instead of with embarrassed silence
and dishonest denial of the reason for
their dying.
• Fourth, we must each of us
begin ad help to build a national conversation about this most deadly
disease-its causes, consequences,
possible cures and means of prevention. This will include an honest discussion of the varied sexual practices
people engage in secretly and openly.
• Fifth, we must urge testing as a
key strategy for detection and pre-

L. Dianne Speights . . . General/Advertising Manager
Lorrie Bellinger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Art Director
The Weekly Challenger Office:

2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 896-2922

Fax (727) 823-2568

www.theweeklychallenger.com

Without grants from the Housing
and Urban Development
Department, ACORN would not be
able to provide counseling on
housing, education and outreach.
And without governmental funds, it
could no longer work with partners
like Health Care for America Now to
win the campaign on health reform.
It’s time to be brutally honest
about the ACORN debacle. It’s
about politics; it’s about the 2010
mid-term election; it’s about power
and maintenance of the status quo;
it’s about the right to vote; and it’s
about the continued oppression of an
already suppressed group. I haven’t
forgotten about the attempts to
juxtapose President Obama with
ACORN during the campaign. I
don’t ignore the fact that ACORN
has consistently been depicted as a
Black institution, when in fact it is
not. And I shudder to think what
would happen if we continue down
this dangerous course of eliminating
any individual or group that fights
for the empowerment of the weak.
The Voting Rights Act of 1965
was established to level the playing
field and remind everyone of our
constitutional guarantees. Let us not
regress now.

The Cost And Causalities Of Silence:
HIV/AIDS In Black America

BY TONY WAFFORD
NNPA GUEST
COMMENTARY

Ethel L. Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Publisher/CEO
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It's Time To Be Brutally Honest
About The Acorn Debacle

BY REV.
AL SHARPTON
NNPA COLUMNIST
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vention of its spreading. Testing is
especially important for men in jail
and prison who may have engaged in
high risk activity and who will be
reintegrating back into their families
and the community.
• Six, Also, we must organize to
struggle for more resources to deal
with this horrible crisis. As the color
of the victims went from White to
Black and Brown, so the resources
began to dwindle and dry up.
• Seventh and finally, we must
realize and act on the knowledge that
we are our own resources and
rescuers. Indeed, it is our efforts,
which are decisive in any struggle
we wage. “For a people that cannot
save it self is lost forever.”
This is a fundamental point in
the struggle against HIV/AIDS. We
must repair our own selves, raise
ourselves from the ruins of disease
and oppression, hold ourselves and
others responsible and together build
the community and world we all
want and deserve to live in.
Whatever else it may be, our
community must be a good and
loving community that embraces and
cares for its own, especially the most
vulnerable among us - the ill and
aged, the children, the disabled and
the poor.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Gibbs High School Class Of 1963
‘First Ecumenical Service’

The Gibbs High School Class
of 1963 held its first “Ecumenical
Services” Saturday, Sept. 26.
Rev. William Green received
the group as host pastor. The host
church was Traveler’s Rest
Missionary Baptist Church at
2180 22nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
Many members of the class
are retiring and have started doing
more events together.
The class wanted to reflect
their spirituality. They wanted to
b e t hankf ul f or the many
blessings that they have had
throughout the years, and be

BALLARD

continued from front page

qualified and registered to do
business with school district.
“The Chairperson’s Award is
given to someone who exemplifies leadership, commitment,
drive and determination, along
with the tenacity to get the job
done by whatever means
necessary,” said Darrell, Supplier
Diversity Liaison with Tampa
Electric Co. “Mr. Ballard has a

thankful for continuing to be
united.
The class also wanted to give
back to the community. For these
reasons, the Gibbs High School
Class of 1963 decided to have an
“Ecumenical Service”, as well as
give a scholarship or scholarships
to well deserving students, and
what better way to give back than
to invest in students at their Alma
Mater, “Gibbs”
An Ecumenical service is a
universal service. Regardless of a
person’s religious background
and denomination, it is a way to

unite and serve. This service is the
spiritual component of the Gibbs
Class of 1963.
The Mistress of ceremony for
the evening was Julia Jamerson
followed by greetings from
Minister Barbara Whitehead and
the Occasion by Josephine
Morris. Invocation and
Benediction were done by Elder
Robert Coleman and Scripture
read by Elder Dr. Joyce Thomas.
The Copeland Family Singers
relaxed the group with a beautiful
array of gospel music.
It was a family and friends

day! The message
was given by guest
speaker Rev. Robert
Perry, Interim pastor
at F i r s t B a p t i s t
Church Piney
Grove, Lauderdale
Lakes, Florida. The
speaker was introduced by Barbara
Griffin. Acknowledgements and
remarks were given by Dorene
Baker. Immediately following the
service, the group fellowshipped
with family and friends where
they enjoyed refreshments and

door prizes.
The Gibbs Class of 1963
would like to thank everyone for
making this event a success! The
class would also like to give a
special thanks to Rev. William

Green and the Traveler’s Rest M.
B. Church Family.
A scholarship or scholarships
will be given from the donations
from this service.

strong commitment to - not just
minority owned businesses - but
all small business entities. And he
continues to strategically create
new ways of getting the job
done.”
Ballard, who has been with
the OSD since 2000, helped
implement the District’s revised
Small Business Encouragement
Program that recruits and registers
certified small businesses so that
they are eligible to submit bids
and contract for business with the

school system. The program is
also designed to encourage reinvestment of taxpayer dollars
with community-based businesses. From 2002 to 2008, small
businesses registered with the
OSD benefitted from more than
$126.9 million worth of business
with the school system.
“T h i s award rep res en t s
another impressive honor that
highlights the effectiveness and
on-going efforts of the OSD. The
Chairperson’s Award follows in

the footsteps of a prestigious
honor recently presented by the
Florida Minority Supplier
Development Council that recognized the Hillsborough County
Public School system as
‘Corporation of the Year.’ We are
committed to keeping taxpayer
dollars within our community and
maintaining a broad vendor base
that provides numerous business
opportunities for certified small
businesses,” said School
Superintendent MaryEllen Elia.

Attending the awards banquet
with Ballard were Superintendent
Elia, Cathy Valdes, chief facilities
office for HCPS, Jean Bowman,
general manager of procurement
for HCPS, Rory Salimbene,
general manager of construction
for HCPS, Procurement
Department Senior Procurement
Officers Mina Kaeding and Kate
Rouse and Bob Morrison of
Morrison & Associates.
“I am proud of the accomplishments made by the OSD on

behalf of our public schools and
am excited about building on this
success to include more businesses and invest even more of
taxpayer dollars within our
community. Although I am
honored to receive the MED
Chairperson’s Award, this award
represents our team approach, not
only of District staff but also of the
Hillsborough Branch of the
NAACP and its Economic
Development Committee leadership,” said Ballard.
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year’s races:
Neighborhood leaders are
jumping in the fray to get voters
informed and involved. Among
them are Lillian Baker, Jennifer
Dorn, Nakisha Dixon, Alvin
Wynn, Lolita Dash, Faye Jackson,
and Walter Candy. David and
Theresa McEachern and Kevin
Johnson – all three long-time
officers of neighborhood groups –
have already endorsed in the
Mayor’s race.
Business owners who are
pushing the candidates to increase
City spending with small and
minority firms include Lou Brown,
Jr., Kori and Twanna Monroe,
along with Guysen Bohler, CEO of
IROK Construction. Separately,
Bill Gravely, Mike Atwater and
Attorney Tamara Felton are among
the business owners who’ve
already endorsed one of the candidates for Mayor.
A small handful of the
community’s most visible clergy
are active in this race, including
Rev. Louis Murphy, Rev. Clarence
Williams, Rev. Frank Peterman, Jr.,
Minister James Muhammad,
Minister Louis Muhammad, Rev.
Charles McKenzie, Minister
Watson Haynes and Rev. Prentiss
Davis.

Former elected officials
who’ve been most visible so far are
Earnest Williams and Rene
Flowers.
Just as hopeful, the leaders of
20 majority-black organizations
are taking part in the Agenda 2010
project, which has already gained
concrete commitments from the
candidates on several important
issues. They include Gregory
Johnson of the Urban League and
Pye Young of the League’s Young
Profesionals, Gwen Reese of the
Midtown Health Council, Signora
Farris and Cynthia Jenkins of the
National Council of Negro
Women, Evelyn Gardner and Janie
Johnson of the St. Petersburg
Black Nurses Assoc., Max
Oligario of the Tampa Bay Chapter
of the Nat’l Black MBA Assoc.,
Abdul Ali of AAVREC, Ya’sheaka
Campbell, President of the Minnis
Bar Assoc., and Rev. Ed Leftwich
of the Center for Community &
Economic Justice.
If you too want to get in the
game and help decide this election,
here’s the line-up of when, where
and how:
Oct 12, Monday - CITY
COUNCIL CANDIDATE NONTRADITIONAL FORUM - 8
Candidates confirmed with 1 1/2
hours devoted to hearing audience
questions. Meet & Greet 5:30P;
Forum promptly 6-8 p.m. at the

Hospice of the Florida Suncoast
(3050 First Ave. S. in St.
Petersburg). RSVPs or submit
your questions in advance:
reachout@powerbrokermagazine.com.
Oct 17, Saturday MAYORAL CANDIDATE
FORUM hosted by the National
Council of Negro Women and cosponsored by 19 other organizations taking part in Agenda 2010
with one full hour dedicated to
audience questions. Meet & Greet
9A. Forum promptly 9:30 to 11Aat
the Royal Theater (1011 22nd St.
S./St. Pete). RSVPs or submit
your questions in advance:
reachout@powerbrokermagazine.com.
This week of Oct 19 Agenda 2010 will release 20,000
copies of a VOTER INFORMATION GUIDE to let our
community know where the candidates stand on important issues. If
you can help distribute the guide,
call 727-866-0873.
Oct 29, Thursday - Open
House & Candidates Forum by
Operation PAR (located at 1930
4th St. S. in St. Pete), where
Mayoral and City Council candidates will have the opportunity to
answer questions from the
community. For more details,
e-m ai l Geral d S y rk et t at
GSyrkett@OperPar.org.

Disability History And
Awareness Weeks Oct. 5-16

In June 2008, Gov. Crist
signed into law a bill designating
the first two weeks in October as
Disability History and Awareness
Weeks. It gives schools the opportunity to provide information
about disability history and to
promote the awareness of the contributions of individuals with disabilities. The goal is better
treatment for individuals with disabilities, especially for youth in
school, and increased attention to
prevention of bullying and harassment of students with disabilities.
Pinellas County Schools will

celebrate Disability History and
Awareness Weeks with a variety
of activities including poster
contests, library exhibits, marquee
messages and school banners.
Students will have the opportunity
to learn about famous people with
disabilities who made significant
contributions including Alexander
Graham Bell, Sir Winston
Churchill, Emily Dickinson,
Henry Ford, Vincent van Gough,
James Earl Jones and Eleanor
Roosevelt.
In 1926, Florida became the
first state to begin special

education classes. Since then, specialized instruction and related
services have expanded throughout Florida. Approximately
375,000 Florida students with disabilities are participating in
Florida’s public education system,
graduating and going on to postsecondary education or employment. Currently there are 15,551
students with disabilities attending
Pinellas County Schools.
For more information, contact
Cindy Bania, assistant superintendent, exceptional student
education, (727) 588-6302.

OUT & ABOUT

W/STEVE

Young People On The Move
And Doing Something Positive

With so many distractions plaguing our
youth in today’s society a group of St.
Petersburg youth is focused and is on a
mission doing positive things and they
need our help! ACT-SO is a major youth
initiative of the NAACP and was pioneered
and founded in 1978. It was founded by
the late renowned author and syndicated
j o u r n a l i s t , Ve r n o n J a r r e t t . A C T- S O
provides youth with a forum through
which youth of African-American descent
have an opportunity to demonstrate their
academic, artistic, and scientific prowess
and expertise.
A C T- S O i s a n a c r o n y m f o r
Afro-Academic, Cultural, Technological,
Scientific Olympics of the Mind. Their
goals are to mobilize community volunteers for the promotion of academic and
artistic excellence among students of
African-American descent, to recognize
and reward their academic achievement
just as athletes are recognized, to assist
them in establishing goals, by helping them
develop the necessary skills, and acquiring
the tools, training and confidence for
success. ACT-SO is a year-long program
that begins in August and cumulates with a
national competition, in July 2010.
The St. Petersburg NAACP’s ACTSO
is having a Unity Showcase Breakfast this
Saturday, Oct. 10, beginning at 9:30.
There will be outstanding talent from
across the bay headlining this wonderful
event. September Penn, soprano
gospel/inspirational singer and songwriter
will perform from her newly released 11song CD. She will be accompanied in a
praise dance by Vershala Munnerlyn who
is an ACT-SO contestant. Soulful Arts

Da n c e A c a d e m y ; v o c a l i s t , S h a y a n n
Roberts, winner of the kids amateur
category of Showtime at the Apollo
Theatre will sing. Theatre, poets, and performers from the Royal Theatre Senior
Conservatory; Rap artist, Rashad
“Shadcore” Harrell and youth Jaire,
Tasance, and Kailey will be performing
their newly released Obama crunch rap
written for the Eric Atwater’s Obama
crunch cookies. St. Petersburg Youth
Council Acting Troupe as well as Youth
Arts Corp at Wildwood performers and
artist will showcase their talents.
The breakfast will be an opportunity to
take a glimpse of the rich and diverse talent
in St. Petersburg community. The youth
are preparing for the local ACT-SO competition to be held January 2010. The
breakfast will be held at the Royal Theatre
Arts Academy located at 1011 22nd St. S.,
St. Petersburg. Wanda Stuart, ACT-SO
program chairperson said, “It’s such a joy
to watch the youth develop and display
their wonderful talents!” She also stated
that, “our youth get so much negative
press, this is a chance to support and
encourage our youth as they endeavor to
engage in positive life enhancing events!”
For more information, please call 727-9066300 or 727-422-0355. Again, these
talented young people are striving do
positive things while developing and
showcasing their talents. I encourage all
too please come out Saturday and let these
young people know that you care and that
their efforts are appreciated.
Thank you for reading, and I hope
you have enjoyed your time
OUT&ABOUTW/Steve.

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida

WWW.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER.COM

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2009

5
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By
Cherin L. Stover

Community Empowerment Expo
A free event offering financial fitness information,
including foreclosure prevention counseling, will provide the
opportunity to meet an array of community resource representatives and attend informational workshops for a day of
learning that can change your life!
At Enoch Davis Center Saturday, Oct. 24, from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m., representatives from over twenty organizations will be
present to answer questions, provide informational materials,
and offer guidance on a wide range of economic and asset
building opportunities.
Do you or someone you know face possible foreclosure on
a home? St. Petersburg Neighborhood Housing Services, Inc.
will have representatives on hand to provide individual counseling on foreclosure prevention as well as to discuss program
services such as Financial Fitness Workshops and Homebuyer
Education classes.
Need to supplement your income? Learn about recent tax
law changes leading to increased amounts of the EITC -Earned
Income Tax Credit (maximum credit: $5,657) as well as
expanded eligibility for CTC - Child Tax Credit which will
benefit families and individuals and bring millions of additional federal dollars into the local economy during the upcoming
tax filing season.
Find out how to keep all of your refund dollars. Free tax
preparation sites are located throughout Pinellas County. VITA
-Volunteer Income Tax Assistance locations and 2010 IRS efile Refund Cycle Charts will be available. Using direct
deposit, taxpayers at the VITA sites can receive refunds within
eight days of filing with no cost involved.
Make the most of your financial future by opening a
checking or savings account through the Bank on St. Pete
program. If you’ve never had a checking account or have had
problems with checking accounts in the past, you can benefit
from learning about Bank on St. Pete, a new and exciting City
of St. Petersburg initiative. Have you gotten tired of paying
check cashing fees to cash your paycheck? Do you know you
could save about $40 per paycheck if you have a checking
account at a bank or credit union? The Bank on St. Pete
program wants to make it easier for you to get a bank account.
Financial education classes are also offered for free to help you
learn how to manage your money. There are 14 banks and
credit unions in St. Pete that you can choose from to start
banking.
Representatives from banks and credit unions will be
present to discuss their services and ways to put your money to
work for you.

Would you like to own your own home? Habitat for
Humanity of Pinellas County may be able to help you. Do you
have a steady income between $12,450 and $62,500? (Income
criteria are based on the number of people in your household.)
Do you have a demonstrated need for better housing? Do you
want to live in a house that you helped build? Then you may
qualify.
Are you job hunting? A representative from WorkNet
Pinellas can speak with you about its career services program.
WorkNet Pinellas can help: search job listings; post your
resume; provide salary and labor market information; guide
you to scholarship and training opportunities; help you explore
careers; assist you in resume and cover letter writing; prepare
you for interviews; provide networking and Job Fairs opportunities; provide unemployment and financial aid information
Are you confused about how work or tax credits might
affect disability benefits? Do you not claim money you are
entitled to because of misplaced fears about the impact on
benefits? Representatives from NDI – National Disability
Institute and Social Security Administration will be able to
address how people receiving disability payments may work
or claim tax credits without losing benefits. One of the event
sponsors, National Disability Institute/Real Economic Impact
Tour is “devoted to building a better economic future for
millions of low-income individuals with disabilities and their
families nationwide. Dedicated to the development of a
roadmap out of poverty, the REI Tour captures the power of
collaboration and innovation. Its mission is to change expectations of communities to benefit from full participation of
people with disabilities in the economic mainstream.”
Are you interested in opportunities to develop a small
business? Find out from a United Way of Tampa Bay representative how to take part in an IDA – Individual Development
Account program, which can put you on the track to owning
your own business.
Join us for the Community Empowerment Expo and take
control of your financial well-being, Saturday, Oc. 24, 9 a.m. –
1 p.m., Enoch Davis Center, 1111 18 Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
The Wealth Building Coalition of Pinellas County
promotes community awareness of the Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC) and free tax preparation for working families
and individuals. Its mission is to promote and expand
economic and asset-building opportunities for low and
moderate income households throughout Pinellas County. The
Wealth Building Coalition is supported by JWB Children’s
Services Council and The Weekly Challenger.

Sunday, Oct. 11 - "2009 Bicycle Bash by the Bay,
presented by Cure on Wheels." North Straub Park,
Beach Dr. and 5th Ave N.E. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. A day to
celebrate bicycling. Fun family activities and bike expo.
The city of St. Petersburg will be giving away free
helmets and holding a bike rodeo; Cure on Wheels will
be signing up bicyclists for its ride; Flatland bike performances will be held; A Swap Meet, free gear, public
agencies that support bicycling and a bike-donation
station will be available. www.bicyclebash.com or 813468-0064.
Sunday, Oct. 11 - "ART-OBERFEST: A Fall Arts
Festival,” St. Anthony's Park, 1200 9th Ave. N. Noon
to 5 p.m. The St. Pete Craft Heroes, Historic Uptown
Neighborhood Association, and St. Anthony's Hospital
will feature work by numerous local artists and
will benefit the Historic Uptown Neighborhood
Association's Crime Watch and other community
based efforts.

T h u r s d a y, O c t . 2 2 - T h e O ff i c e o f S t r a t e g i c
Partnerships cordially invites you to attend the 5000
ROLE MODELS OF EXCELLENCE INDUCTION
CEREMONY, Thursday, Oct. 22, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Gibbs
High School Auditorium, 850 34th St. S. St. Petersburg.
Please RSVP by Oct. 12. Javontae Wright, Program
Coordinator, wrightjav@pcsb.org.

Advocate For An Abused Child

Over half of the abused and
neglected children and teens in
Pinellas County do not have a
volunteer Guardian to be their
voice in court and the child welfare
system. The average time needed

is four to six hours a month.
The Guardian ad Litem makes
recommendations to the court to
help ensure the child has a safe,
caring and stable environment.
The final 2009 training to

become a Guardian ad Litem will
run five weeks from Oct. 20
through Nov. 18, Tuesdays and
Wednesdays from 6:00 p.m. to
9:00 p.m.
To arrange to attend a 30-

minute orientation call 727-4646528.
For more information
and an application go to
www.guardianadlitem6.org.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

H E L P WA N T E D - I N D E P E N D E N T A D V E R T I S I N G
REPRESENTATIVES - The Weekly Challenger Newspaper is currently seeking success motivated self-starters with the desire to
grow in the fast paced field of marketing. Candidates requires
excellent organizational skills, must be a team player with a can-do
attitude. Sales representatives are also responsible for developing
sales tools, promotional plans, and media kits, which they use to
help make the sale. Successful sales experience and the ability to
communicate effectively. Courses in marketing, leadership, communication, business, and advertising are helpful. To apply forward
resume by email to generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com.
For additional information call 727-896-2922. Performance-based
commissions and bonuses. Equal Opportunity Employer.

ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents
St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

If you are 62 years or older, mobility impaired,
or on a limited income
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT
at
540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

MLF TOWERS

CLASSIFIED

Pu r su e , O v e rt ake a nd R e cov e r Serv i c es I n c.
“Let us help you Pursue Your Dreams”

Serv ic es :
• Credit Auditing
• Restoration of Civil Rights
and Investigating
• Full Pardons
(CREDIT REPAIR)
• Medical Exemptions for
• 2wk High School Diploma
Convicted Felons

2730 Central Ave. , Suit e A
S t. Pet ers b urg, FL 3371 2

w w w.porservic e s. c om

727-498-8935
941-567-6232
Rachel Speight
r ecover_ all@ yahoo.com CEO/President

FOR SALE- DEEP POCKET SHEETS 800 THREAD COUNT
$29.99 (ANY SIZE) CONTACT KAY (813) 516-0447
MYSTERY SHOPPERS EARN UP TO $150 PER DAY.
Undercover shoppers needed to judge retail and dining establishments. No experience required. 877-593-0978

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

The Parenting
Privilege
BY GREGORY JOHNSON,
PRESIDENT AND CEO
PINELLAS COUNTY URBAN LEAGUE

Parenting Currency

I was struck by a sermon presented recently by
my pastor on the issue of currency. While his
sermon was tremendous, I found myself thinking of
parenting as a form of currency. I thought of the
exchange of responsibility that should be realized
among family members with special emphasis on
the value of the exchanges between parent and
child as a form of currency. While this form of
currency is taking place in many family situations I
wonder if we fully appreciate the value of the
impressions we have on one another.
For a number of years now the cliché, “It takes
a village . . .” has been the catch phrase of politicians, teachers, clergy and a host of others speaking
the words but not fully appreciating its true definition or value. However, when we recite the phrase
and add thoughts of currency we could create a culturally appropriate platform of parenting that is
missing in many parts of our community.
Consider our ancestral roots in which our
ethnicity and heritage managed our communities
was the village concept. Some of us are older and
remember getting chastised for something we had
done wrong outside of our home by what seemed
like everyone on our street even before we got
home. Somehow everyone on our block knew we
had done something stupid. We may have gotten
our butt chewed out or a friendly slap upside the
head before we got home, knowing we were going
to get a whooping’ when we got there. There were
plenty of times when we should have just picked a
switch (small branch) from a tree and took it in the
house with us, because we knew what was coming.
All of this may have been a form of community
currency to teach us right from wrong.

Times have changed and of course we would
not correct our neighbor’s child as we were
corrected back in the day. But perhaps it would
make a difference if our children knew that
everyone on the street or neighborhood was
watching and caring about what they are doing.
Sure, I realize there are people concerned with the
potential repercussions of interfering with kids on
the street – I respect that. What about the possibility of children being aware of our watchful eyes of
love? Would they possibly pay more attention to
what they are doing or actually handle themselves
differently? We can develop that kind of possibility,
that kind of currency, the currency of caring.
Currency within the family is love and responsibility. Currency is not just money but the investment in shaping behaviors in your household.
Currency is the impression parents leave on their
children and the modeling of the relationship
between the mother and father. Currency is
working overtime to provide a roof over the head of
a family, either rental or home ownership. Currency
is telling your children that you love them without
feeling embarrassed. Currency is helping with
homework when everyone is tired. Currency is
actually showing up at school for parent teacher
meetings and open houses. Currency is having a
spiritual life that includes your family. Currency is
helping our children visualize a progressive future.
Currency is integrated in everything family and
everything parenting.
How are you handling your currency as a
parent? Do you need to recommit your investment
in parenting role, duties and responsibilities? Now
is the time to do what your heart knows is needed.

Dr. Carter G. Woodson AfricanAmerican Museum And The
Royal Theater Boys And Girls
Club To Host A Mayor’s Forum
S T. P E T E R S B U R G The Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African-American Museum
and the Royal Theater Boys and
Girls Club will host a Mayor’s
Forum and Candidates
Reception Tuesday, Oct. 13, 6-8
p.m. in the museum’s beautiful
Legacy Garden. Questions
during the forum will be geared

toward helping area residents
obtain insight about issues
pertinent to Midtown and surrounding communities.
Residents are encouraged
to attend this event and meet the
candidates in an effort to make
informed decisions regarding
who will best serve the needs
of our city. Members of the

community
can
email
suggested question to officemanager@woodsonmuseum.org
no later than Saturday, Oct. 9, .
The Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African-American Museum is
located at 2240 9th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg.

Supervisor Of Elections
Web Site Provides Searchable
Financial Reports

Pinellas County
Supervisor of Elections
Deborah Clark announces that
candidate financial reports are
now available online in a
searchable format in which
transactions can be searched
by contributor, vendor or
candidate name.
County candidate financial
reports for election years 2004,
2006, 2008 and 2010 are
currently available for search
at www.votepinellas.com by
clicking on Candidates/Search

Financial Report Transactions.
There is also a link to the
searchable financial reports in
the “What’s New” section of
the home page.
Financial
reports
for
election years 2000 and 2002
will be added as soon as
possible. Additionally, several
2004 candidates filed their
reports manually instead of
digitally, and their reports will
be added to the searchable
database shortly.
Candidate financial reports

include only county candidates
who are required to qualify and
file campaign reports with the
Pinellas County Supervisor of
Elections.
“We receive requests for
this information during each
election season and wanted to
make the reports available
online as an added convenience,” Clark said.
For more information, visit
www.votepinellas.com or call
(727) 464-6788.

The President And The
Abolitionist: An Evening With
Abraham Lincoln And
Frederick Douglass

President Abraham
Lincoln and fiery abolitionist
Frederick Douglass, men of
humble origin, extraordinary
eloquence, and powerful personality, met three times in the
White House between 1863
and 1865. These self-educated,
self-made men cultivated an
extraordinary relationship that
helped to shape their respective
views on race, slavery, and
democracy.
These meetings are re-

enacted on-stage in a series of
Florida Humanities Council
programs featuring scholars
George Frein and Charles Pace
who have blended excerpts
from speeches by the two men
to depict what may have been
said during their time together
at the White House.
After the presentation, a
question/answer period for
audience members to interact
with Lincoln and Douglass
will take place. The audience

will also have the opportunity
to question the scholars about
how they prepared for the performance.
The program, scheduled
for 7 p.m., Tuesday, October
13 at USF St. Petersburg’s
Campus Activities Center
(corner of 2nd St. S. and 6th
Ave. S.), is free and open to the
public, and is sponsored by the
Florida Humanities Council.

“It’s all taken care of”

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for – it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings – What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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ENTERTAINMENT

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Walter Payton

Walter Payton (July 25,
1954 – November 1, 1999) was
an American football player
who spent his entire professional career with the National
Football League's Chicago
Bears. Walter Payton was
known around the NFL as
“Sweetness.” He is remembered
as one of the most prolific
running backs in the history of
American football. Payton, a
nine-time Pro Bowl selection,
once held the League’s record
for most career rushing yards,
touchdowns, carries, and many
other categories. He was elected
into the Pro Football Hall of
Fame in 1993. Hall of Fame
NFL player and coach Mike
Ditka described Payton as the
greatest football player he had
ever seen—but even greater as a
human being.
Payton began his football
career in Mississippi, and went
on to have an outstanding collegiate football career at Jackson
State University where he was
an All-American. He started his
professional career with the
Bears in 1975, who selected him
as the 1975 Draft’s fourth
overall pick. Payton proceeded
to win two NFL Player of the
Year Awards, and won Super
Bowl XX with the 1985
Chicago Bears. After struggling
with the rare liver disease
primary sclerosing cholangitis
for several months, Payton died
November 1, 1999.
Payton's motto was “Never
Die Easy,” which is also the title
of his posthumously published
autobiography. Payton attributed this motto to Bob Hill, his
coach at Jackson State. In
practice, this meant that Payton
refused to deliberately run outof-bounds, and always delivered

Obituary

some punishment to his tacklers
before being forced off the field
or forced down.
One of Payton's signature
maneuvers was the “stutterstep,” a high-stepping, irregularly paced run. He developed this
as a way to distract his pursuers
during long runs, saying that it
startled them into thinking and
gave him some advantage over
players who were actually faster
runners. He revived the practice
of stiff-arming his tacklers,
which had gone out of favor
among running backs in the
1970s. At times, he used his
high school experience as a long
jumper to leap over his
opponents, landing on his head
in the end zone to gain a
touchdown in a game against
the Buffalo Bills. His running
gait was somewhat unusual, as
his knees were minimally bent,
and the motion was largely
powered from the hip. This may
have given his knees, a football
player's most vulnerable joints,
some protection, although he
underwent arthroscopic surgery
on both knees in 1983. He
referred to this procedure as an
11,000-yard checkup.
After scoring a touchdown,
Payton declined to celebrate;
instead, he would often hand the
ball to his teammates. He disapproved of the growing practice
of touchdown celebrations; he
preferred post-game antics such
as rushing into the locker room
and locking his fellow teammates
out in the cold while taking a
long shower.
Payton's legacy continues
through the charitable Walter
and Connie Payton Foundation.
His own appeals—and after his
death, his foundation's—for
greater awareness of the need
for organ donations are widely
credited with bringing national
attention to the problem. After
his appeals, donations in Illinois
skyrocketed, and the regional
organ bank of Illinois was overwhelmed with calls. In
response, the City of Chicago
inserted organ donation requests
into city-vehicle-registration
mailings in early 2000, and by
August 2000, 13,000 people had
signed on to the program. The

foundation continues to run a
program that Payton organized
to donate toys to underprivileged children across the
Chicago area each Christmas.
The family established the
Walter Payton Cancer Fund in
2002.
Many modern NFL running
backs have cited Payton as a
source of inspiration. Emmitt
Smith tearfully paid homage to
Payton after breaking Payton’s
rushing record. LaDainian
Tomlinson, who set numerous
records during the 2006 NFL
season, named Payton as one of
his foremost mentors and inspirations. Walter's son, Jarrett
Payton, was a running back for
the Tennessee Titans, NFL
Europe's Amsterdam Admirals
and CFL's Montreal Alouettes.
During his tenure at the
University of Miami, Jarrett
wore a #34 jersey to honor his
father's memory.
The city of Chicago has
honored Payton’s memory in
several ways. In 1999, the city
created a special city sticker that
featured Payton. The profits
from the sales of these stickers
along with the special license
plate created by the State of
Illinois are given to support
organ-donor programs across
Illinois. Also, the city named a
high school, Walter Payton
College Prep, in his honor. In
September 2007, the University
of Illinois at Chicago Medical
Center opened the Walter
Payton Liver Center. Chicago
Metra commuters have long
been witness to a simple "#34
Sweetness," painted on a bridge
piling of the Air Line on the
south end of the Chicago Union
Station yards.
Th ere are t wo at h l et i c
awards named after Payton. The
NCAA gives the “Walter Payton
Award” to the best offensive
player from a Division I FCS
(still often known by its former
designation of Division I-AA)
football team. The NFL hands
out the "Walter Payton Man of
the Year" award for player
achievements in community
service during a particular
season.

Palladium Scores Big!
Begins Season On High Note!
If the Palladium Theater
was the name of a professional
boxer, we could report that
Sept. 26, the night of the big
fight (Season Opener), it came
out of its corner literally
“SWINGING!” On that particular night, the Palladium
Theater was at its best demonstrating why “Keeping Jazz
Alive” is a major part of its
mission with a performance by
the Statesmen of Jazz.
The Palladium in
agreement with Arbors
Records welcomed back the
Statesmen of Jazz to begin the
Palladium Theater’s 2009/
2010 season. The Statesmen of
Jazz are a group of jazz
musicians contracted under the
Arbors Records banner. This
year’s band of jazz musicians
consisted of exceptional jazz
musicians, such as singer and
bassist Nicki Parrott, pianist
Ted Rosenthal, trombonist
Dan Barrett, and vibraphonist
Chuck Redd. A welcomed
musical bonus for those in the
theater filled audience was the
opening attraction. Opening
for this outstanding group of
musicians was local jazz
guitarist Nate Najar and his
trio featuring former Ellington

bass player John Lamb, and
drummer Steve Bucholtz.
On Thursday, March 1, the
Palladium partnering with the
Al Downing Tampa Bay Jazz
Association, and maintaining
their focus on jazz, took it
from the upstairs main auditorium downstairs into the
cabaret setting of the very
popular Side Door Jazz Room.
Highlighting the evening of
jazz was local and very
popular vocalist Belinda
Womack with her quintet
comprised of Derek Womack,
drums and vocals, pianist
Marian Mage, David Pate,
tenor sax, bassist Kenny
Walker, and guitarist Vincent
Sims. Womack is an outstanding vocalist who “blends her
musical roots of gospel, jazz,
R&B and blues to create an
exciting on-stage performance
that appeals to diverse
audiences.” It has been a long
wh i l e , s i n c e Wo m a c k h a s
performed on this side of the
Bay, and the audience appreciated every single note of her
fantastic performance.
Continuing on with their
outstanding event schedule,
the Palladium Theater in partnership with WMNF Radio

(Tampa) presented soul singer
Bettye LaVette to an appreciative audience on the following
Friday, March 2. For those of
you who may not be familiar
with her, LaVette is considered to be one of the greatest
soul singers in American
music history. Perhaps, you
were fortunate to witness her
sing in January 2009, “A
Change Is Gonna Come,”
accompanied by Jon Bon Jovi
as part of the “We Are One:
The
Obama
Inaugural
Celebration at the Lincoln
Memorial.” In fact, the song is
the title track of her n e w
Grammy-nominated
album.
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have
any feedback? I would like to
hear from YOU! You may visit
my website at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me at
JazzJamm@aolcom. You may
also mail your letters to Rick
Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The
Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML
King St., S., St. Petersburg, FL
33705.

COMPANION PLANS

PLEASE
SUPPORT
OUR
ADVERTISERS

Individual Life Insurance Policies Designed to Cover Final Expenses

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to
the beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

In Memorium

THE LEGENDARY 1590 AM WRXB 50 12 24
PICK OF THE WEEK!

Christopher Bernard
Knight

Christopher Bernard
Knight was born to the late
Willie Joe and Ella Mary
Knight June 20, 1965, in Vero
Beach, Florida. He departed this
life on Thursday, September 24.
He leaves to cherish his
m e m o r i e s : g r a n d m o t h e r,
Georgia B. Hayes of Opa
Locka, FL; four sisters, Virginia
Bellamy, Sherri Nixon (Ellis),
both of St. Petersburg, Minnie
McCloud and Willie Mae Hills
(Wayne), both of Vero Beach,
FL; two brothers, Willie Joe
Knight, Jr., of Miami, FL and
Johnny Ke Knight of Sebring,
FL; devoted friend and
caregiver, Teresa Willingham;
boss-man, Gil Ross and a host
of aunts, uncles, nieces,
nephews, cousins and other
relatives.

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME

Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713

503
642
878

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
6-2 8-4
7-1 5-6
4-3 2-5
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Ravens Grumble
About Officials In
Loss To Patriots

BUCS
CORNER
Buccaneers Work To
Eliminate Costly Mistakes

Carnell “Cadillac” Williams

BY FRED GOODALL

TAMPA (AP) - Cadillac
Williams struggled to find the
right words to describe the frust r a t i o n t h e Ta m p a B a y
Buccaneers feel being winless
heading into the fifth game of
the season.
“With the people we have in
this locker room, we definitely
expected more,” the team's
leading rusher said Monday.
“We demand more of ourselves.
For us to be 0-4 is terrible.”
The Bucs kept it close
Sunday, avoiding a fourth consecutive double-digit loss. Still,
losing 16-13 to struggling
Washington barely qualified as a
confidence builder.

The Redskins (2-2) turned
the ball over four times and also
had extra-point blocked, yet
found a way to rally from a 10-0
deficit and extend Tampa Bay's
skid to eight games dating to an
0-4 December that cost the Bucs
a playoff berth last season.
Rookie co ach R ah eem
Morris cited numerous bright
spots, including the improved
play of defensive end Gaines
Adams, cornerback Aqib Talib's
three interceptions and a steady
performance by second-year
quarterback Josh Johnson in his
first NFL start.
Squandered opportunities,
however, ou t wei g h ed t h e
positives.
“I hate when people say they
should have won a football
game when you lost it. No, you
shouldn't. You should've lost
because you lost,” Morris said.
“But those are the games you
feel like you gave yourself a
chance, so let's just go get
those.”
Johnson completed 13 of 22
pa sses for 1 0 6 y ard s , o n e
touchdown and one interception.
But after scoring Tampa Bay's
only TD two minutes into the
game, the offense only produced

two field goals the rest of the
way.
Although the Bucs finished
with just 229 yards total offense,
they felt they did make some
strides with Johnson directing
the attack instead of the less
mobile Byron Leftwich, who
was benched after Tampa Bay
was held to 86 yards in a 24-0
loss to the New York Giants.
The running game got back
on track with Williams rushing
for 77 yards on 16 carries and
Johnson contributing 41 on
seven attempts.
“We've got to find out who
we are. We've got a lot of
different options. We've just got
to figure out what works best for
us in certain situations,” receiver
Michael Clayton said, adding
that it was disappointing to not
be able to do more offensively
after building an early lead.
The defense held
Washington to 277 yards after
giving up 462, 438 and 397 in
losses the Dallas, Buffalo and
New York. The unit limited the
Redskins to 125 on the ground
after allowing the Bills and
Giants to each rush for over 200
yards.
“On a day that our defense

gives us four turnovers, you
expect to get something going. It
didn't happen,” said Clayton,
who doesn't have a reception the
past two weeks after averaging
17.1 yards per catch on seven
receptions in the first two
games.
“We've got something that
we need to get fixed,” he added.
“We had success last year. We
have the same tools, if not better.
We've just got to put it together.”
Williams, who's averaging
five yards per carry after undergoing offseason knee surgery, is
confident the team is on the right
track.
“The thing you can't do as a
player is let things pile up on
you and linger into the next
week. We've basically got to
keep punching, keep moving
forward,” the fifth-year pro said.
“We can't change anything
that happened the last four
games. We've got to get better as
a staff and as players.
Everybody's got to man up, quit
making the foolish mistakes, the
penalties and things like that that
are just killing us. Once we win
a game, I just feel like we could
take off. But we've got to start by
winning a game.”

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS:

The Bucs (0-4) will travel to Philadelphia to face the Eagles (2-1) Sunday Oct. 11 at 1:00 p.m.

Cubs Sale Unanimously Approved

CHICAGO (AP) - Major
League Baseball owners on
Tuesday unanimously approved
the sale of the Chicago Cubs
from the bankrupt Tribune Co.
to the family of online brokerage
billionaire and longtime fan Joe
Ricketts.
The vote was made during a
conference call. Tom Ricketts,
who has headed the sale for his
family, could take day-to-day
control of the Cubs by the end of
the month.
Commissioner Bud Selig
says the Ricketts family will be

"great owners and custodians"
of the storied franchise perhaps
best known for a World Series
championship drought that now
stands at 101 years.
“We're extremely pleased
that the sales process is drawing
to a close,” Selig added.
Chicago-based Tribune,
which owns the Chicago
Tribune, Los Angeles Times,
other newspapers and TV properties, bought the Cubs in 1981
from candy maker Wm. Wrigley
Jr. Co. for $20.5 million.
The R ic k et t s es , wh o s e
wealth comes primarily from its
stake in Omaha, Neb.-based TD
Ameritrade Holding Corp.,
signed an agreement to buy a 95
percent stake in the team and in
Wrigley Field, the second-oldest
ballpark in the majors.
The $845 million deal also
includes Tribune's approximate-

ly 25 percent share of regional
cable TV network Comcast
SportsNet Chicago.
“The Ricketts family is
honored to have received the
ap p ro v al o f M aj o r L eag u e
Baseball owners today. This is a
major step forward, but the
transaction is not yet complete,”
the family said in a statement.
A bankruptcy court still has
to give final approval to the deal.
And then a final financial
closing must take place, though
it is expected to be completed by
the end of this month.
“We're pleased that Major
League Baseball has approved
the Cubs transaction and we
look forward to concluding the
t ran s act i o n i n t h e fo u rt h
quarter,” Tribune Co.
spokesman Gary Weitman said.
Tribune announced on
Opening Day in 2007 that the

marquee franchise and ballpark
would be sold at the end of the
season. But the process was
slowed by CEO Sam Zell's
efforts to maximize sale profits,
the collapse of the credit
markets and Tribune's 2008
bankruptcy filing.
The Ricketts family, tentatively selected as the winning
bidder last January, had agreed
to pay about $900 million for the
package. The price was renegotiated to $845 million, with
Tribune retaining a small stake
for tax purposes.
The sale figure exceeds the
record $660 million paid for the
Boston Red Sox, its ballpark and
its TV network in 2002.
After back-to-back division
championships, the Cubs didn't
make the playoffs this season,
despite a payroll of $135
million.

Favre's Matchup With Packers Draws
Record Television Audience

BRISTOL, Conn. (AP) Brett Favre's matchup with his
former team has attracted the
largest cable television audience
ever.
His Minnesota Vikings' 30-

23 win over the Green Bay
Packers on ESPN's Monday
Night Football was watched by
more than 21.8 million people.
The previous record was more
than 18.6 million viewers for

last year's Monday night game
between the Philadelphia Eagles
and Dallas Cowboys.
ESPN also said Tuesday that
the game drew the highest rating
in the network's 30-year history.

The 15.3 rating beat the 14.4 for
a Bears-Vikings game Dec. 6,
1987, during ESPN's first season
of televising NFL games.

Have any questions or comments
about TWC Sports? Please Email us at

sports@theweeklychallenger.com

Ray Lewis

BY DAVID GINSBURG

OWINGS MILLS, Md.
(AP) - Baltimore Ravens coach
John Harbaugh wondered
aloud Monday whether New
England Patriots star Tom
Brady was treated differently
by the officials than his quarterback.
The Ravens (3-1) twice
were flagged for roughing the
passer on Sunday, and each
penalty set up a touchdown in
New England's 27-21 victory.
Th e f i r s t c a l l w a s a g a i n s t
Ha l o t i N g a t a ; t h e s e c o n d
against Terrell Suggs.
Baltimore quarterback Joe
Flacco was also harassed in the
pocket, but the only time the
Patriots received a penalty was
when Mike Wright was called
for a helmet-to-helmet blow.
“I know Joe got hit (six)
different times hard, and there
was one call,” Harbaugh said.
“There were five that weren't
called, and the one that was
called with the sixth. Tom
didn't get hit five times. We
want him to be hit more than
he was hit, but when he did
sort of get hit, it was called.
That goes to the credibility of
the whole thing.”
Harbaugh said the Ravens
intended to submit film of the
questionable calls to the
league.
Asked if the Baltimore
defense might be scrutinized
more than other teams because
of its surly reputation,
Harbaugh replied, “That's an
interesting question. I sure
hope not, because that goes
back to the credibility of the

league and the credibility of
the game.”
Harbaugh had the same
opinion when asked if Brady is
being protected by the officials
because he's one of the league's
marquee quarterbacks.
“I sure hope not,”
Harbaugh said. “I'd like to
think it's not engrained in their
subconscious in some way. If it
is, I would like to think they're
professional enough to not take
it that way. That would be very
important that it's not the
case.”
Harbaugh was flagged for
unsportsmanlike conduct
Sunday for complaining to the
officials, and afterward the
Baltimore defense was livid
over the roughing the passer
calls.
“It's embarrassing to the
game,” linebacker Ray Lewis
said. “Did that win or lose the
game? No, but it got them 14
points. A personal foul and he
isn't even touched. He's a man.
They can be hit, just like us.
We stop them and then you
look back and see a flag or a
personal foul and Tom Brady is
laughing. It wasn't no personal
foul if he's still smiling.”
Suggs said, “Maybe next
year it'll be two-hand touch to
get a sack.”
Brady, however, said, “Are
you kidding me? We're holding
the ball, we're unprotected, just
sitting there defenseless, so
they've got to stay away from
me. They deserve to get
flagged.”
The loss knocked the
Ravens from the unbeaten
ranks, but they can't lament the
defeat because they host
Cincinnati (3-1) Sunday in a
duel of AFC North leaders.
“You can't let the emotions
linger,” center Matt Birk said.
“You can't afford to do
anything else but move on and
be in tune for the next one.
Otherwise, it can snowball on
you.”

Giants Linebackers
Sidelined

EAST RUTHERFORD,
N.J. (AP) - The New York
Giants are dealing with the loss
of linebackers Michael Boley
and Bryan Kehl, who both had
surgery and will sit out this
weekend against Oakland.
Boley had arthroscopic
surgery Tuesday to repair a
partially torn meniscus in his
right knee. Dr. Russell Warren
expects Boley to be sidelined

1
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approximately four weeks. He
played in Sunday's victory at
Kansas City, but his knee
stiffened during the flight
home on Sunday night.
Kehl, who recovered a
fumble on the opening kickoff
against the Chiefs, Sunday,
underwent surgery Tuesday for
a fractured left index finger.
Dr. Robert Hotchkiss said
Kehl's status is week to week.

NCAA Football
AP Top 25

Florida (54) ........4-0
Texas (1).............4-0
Alabama (5)........5-0
LSU ....................5-0
Virginia Tech ......4-1
Boise State..........5-0
USC....................4-1
Cincinnati ...........5-0
Ohio State...........4-1
TCU....................4-0
Miami (FL).........3-1
Iowa....................5-0
Oregon................4-1

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Penn State...........4-1
Oklahoma State ..3-1
Kansas ................4-0
Auburn ...............5-0
Brigham Young ..4-1
Oklahoma ...........2-2
Mississippi .........3-1
Nebraska.............3-1
Georgia Tech ......4-1
South Florida......5-0
Missouri .............4-0
South Carolina....4-1
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NATIONAL NEWS

Statement Of
U.S. Rep. Kendrick B. Meek
On H1N1 Flu

Official Says ‘Down Low’ Men
Not Responsible For High HIV
Rates Among Black Women

Washington, DC – U.S.
Rep. Kendrick B. Meek issued
th e f ollowing s ta te me nt
regarding the H1N1 flu and
relevant resources to help keep
constituents healthy and to
prevent the flu from spreading
throughout Florida:
“As both the seasonal flu
and the H1N1 flu continue to
spread throughout Florida and
specifically the 17th
Co n gr es s ional District, I
would like to remind all
Floridians to take commonsense and practical steps to
safeguard themselves and their
families from the flu strains.
Staying informed is key to
staying healthy. As always,
prevention is the first line of
defense.
“ My m ain conce rn is
providing accurate and
practical information on how
to avoid contracting the H1N1
flu virus. To this end, please
adhere to the following recommendations in your everyday
activities:
Practice good hygiene to
stop the spread of germs.
- Wash your hands frequently with soap and water;
- Cover your mouth and
nose with a tissue when you
cough or sneeze;

- Throw used tissues into a
waste basket;
- and, clean your hands
after coughing or sneezing.
Get vaccinated.
- Vaccination is the best
protection against contracting
the flu. You need two vaccines
to be fully protected this year.
The seasonal flu vaccine is
different from the H1N1
(swine) flu vaccine. The
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) is
encouraging people to get both
vaccinations.
Precautions to take if you
are diagnosed with the flu:
- Stay home, follow your
doctor’s orders, and watch for
signs that require immediate
medical attention. Remain at
home for seven days after your
symptoms begin or until you
have been symptom-free (no
fever) for 24 hours, whichever
is longer.
- Avoid close contact with
others, especially those who
might easily get the flu, such
as people of any age with
chronic medical conditions
(such as asthma, diabetes, or
hea rt disea se ), p reg n an t
women, young children, and
infants.
- Get plenty of rest;

Rep. Kendrick B. Meek

- Drink clear fluids such as
water, broth, sports drinks, or
electrolyte beverages made for
infants to prevent becoming
dehydrated;
- C o v er co u g h s an d
sneezes;
- and, clean hands
regularly with soap and
water.”
If you have any further
questions, please visit
www.FLU.gov for the latest
information on H1N1 and the
seasonal flu.

Governor Crist Observes
October As Domestic
Violence Awareness Month

TA L L A H A S S E E –
G o v. C h a r l i e C r i s t
announced the observance of
October as Domestic Violence
Awareness Month in Florida.
Gov. Crist also honored Shelter
House Inc. of Okaloosa and
Walton counties for their work
preventing domestic violence.
“By working together to
reduce domestic violence in
Florida, we can prevent
families from unacceptable
e m o t ional and physic al
suffering,” said Gov. Crist. “I
applaud the work of the state’s
criminal justice system, human
service providers and domestic
violence advocates for their
commitment to protecting our
communities and ensuring a
safer tomorrow.”
Gov. Crist was joined by
Tiffany Carr, president of the
Florida Coalition Against
Domestic Violence, in presenting the Promote Peace, Prevent
Domestic Violence Annual
Award to Shelter House Inc.,
whose successful efforts are a
role model for the state. Lt.
Gov. Jeff Kottkamp and
Secretary George Sheldon of
the Florida Department of
Children and Families were
also in attendance.
Shelter House Inc.
conducts primary prevention
work through the Domestic
Vi o l e n c e P r e v e n t i o n
Enhancement and Leadership
Through Alliances (DELTA)
Initiative sponsored by the
Center for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) and through
G o v. C r i s t ’s P r i m a r y
Prevention Initiative. The notfor-profit organization works
with youth and adults in
Okaloosa and Walton counties
to prevent intimate partner
violence. Through their out-

standing com m i t m en t t o
promoting healthy and
peaceful relationships, they
have formed long-term partnerships in their community which
have recently increased opportunities to work with youth to
promote nonviolence.
Domestic violence
homicides in Florida have
continued to decline from 189
murders in 2007 to 180 in
2008. During fiscal year 200809, the 42 certified domestic
violence centers throughout
Florida provided emergency
shelter to more than 14,500
domestic violence victims and
their children.
Gov. Crist has a longstanding record of supporting
domestic violence prevention
efforts. As Attorney General,
Crist established the Cut Out
Domestic Violence program
with the help of the Florida
Coalition Against Domestic
Violence. The program trains
licensed hair stylists, cosmetologists and nail technicians to
identify the signs of domestic
violence, listen to victims and
connect them with appropriate
resources and authorities. Since
taking office, Gov. Crist has
signed budgets setting aside
nearly one million dollars each
year to domestic violence prevention and education.
In 2008, Crist signed
several bills that reinforce
Florida’s public safety laws and
criminal justice system by
strengthening penalties for
those who commit domestic
violence. House Bill 313,
Relating to Dating Violence –
The Barwick-Ruschak Act –
provides that victims of dating
violence be notified of their
legal rights and remedies. The
law is named after Tiffany

Barwick and Michael Ruschak,
two University of Central
Florida students who were
killed in September 2007.
Senate Bill 622, Relating to
Orders of No Contact with
Crime Victim, expands the list
of violent offenses requiring a
court to issue a no-contact
order with the victim. The law
previously applied only to
victims of sexual crimes.
House Bill 7077, relating to
Child Protection, clarifies the
responsibilities of the
Department of Children and
Families and law enforcement
agencies in cases where
children become missing while
in the care of the department
and specifically authorizes
courts to enter injunctions
relating to domestic violence
issues in certain child welfare
cases to prevent an act of child
abuse or protect the child from
domestic violence.
In 2009, Gov. Crist signed
Senate Bill 412 Relating to
Service of Process which
allows protective injunctions in
domestic and sexual violence
cases to be served more quickly
without waiting for paperwork.
The bill also allows law
enforcement to arrest a person
when probable cause exists that
the person violated a condition
of pretrial release when the
original arrest was for an act of
dating violence. Gov. Crist also
signed Senate Bill 904 this
year, relating to Parental
R es p o n s i b i l i t y an d Ti m e
Sharing. The legislation allows
the court to consider even misdemeanor domestic violations
when considering where to
place a child during a dissolution of marriage proceeding.

BY GEORGE E. CURRY
NNPA SPECIAL
CONTRIBUTOR

ATLANTA (NNPA) – Despite
all the talk about “Down Low”
black men – who have sex with
women while secretly having intercourse with other men – the major
cause of the extremely high
HIV/AIDS rates among AfricanAmerican women is being fueled
by heterosexual black men with
multiple sex partners, a top federal
official says.
In an interview with the NNPA
News Service, Dr. Kevin Fenton,
director of the Centers for Disease
Control’s National Center for
HIV/AIDS, Viral Hepatitis, STD
and TB Prevention, said the CDC
has studied why black women
make up 61 percent of all new HIV
cases among women, with 80
percent contracting the disease
through heterosexual contact.
“We know that a lot of the
infections are actually coming
from male partners who have highrisk behavior,” Fenton said in an
interview in his Atlanta office. “In
fact, we have looked to see what
proportion of infections is coming
from male partners who are
bisexual and found there are
actually relatively few. More are
male partners who are having
female partners and are injecting
drugs or using drugs or have some
other risks that may put those
female partners at risk of acquiring
HIV.”
At 61 percent, black women
have an infection rate nearly 15
times higher than white women.
Latina represent 17 percent of all
new HIV cases among women.
White women are only 15 percent.
AIDS is the leading cause of death
among black women between the
ages of 25 and 34.
Although African-Americans
make up 12 percent of the U.S.
population, blacks represent nearly
50 percent of all people living with
HIV, the virus that causes AIDS.
The black share of AIDS cases has
jumped from 25 percent in 1985 to
49 percent in 2007. There are about
1.1 people in the United States
living with HIV, more than
500,000 of them black.
“What we are seeing is a concentration of the epidemic among

the poor, among ethnic minorities
and racial minorities in the United
States,” Fenton explained. “We’re
seeing populations which have
been historically and traditionally
hard to reach and more difficult to
serve.” He said the epidemic is
risng faster in rural areas and
certain regions of the nation, particularly in the southeast.
What is needed most, he said,
are new strategies targeted to the
new groups instead of old ones
developed when HIV was considered largely a white, gay man’s
disease.
Ev e n a m o n g g a y m e n ,
African-Americans bear the brunt
of the HIV/AIDS epidemic.
“At the beginning, we had
largely white gay men who were
infected,” Fenton said. “Today,
we’re seeing an increasing number
of minority gay and bi-sexual men
who are infected by this disease.
Among gay and bi-sexual men,
new infections among black and
Hispanic men now outnumber new
infections among white gay men.”
In addition to heterosexual
African-American women and gay
black men, the spread of
HIV/AIDS among AfricanAmerican teens is also a major
concern, Fenton said. Black
teenagers represent only 13 percent
of those aged 13-19 in the United
Stares, but 69 percent of all new
AIDS cases among teenagers.
In addition to feeling invincible as youth, Fenton said, black
teens have higher rates of sexuallytransmitted diseases than white
teens and engage in sex with others
in an older age group and both
factors place them at greater risk of
being HIV infected.
In seeking to explain why
African-Americans have such high
infection rates, Fenton said disparities show up in most health areas
and that HIV/AIDS should be
viewed in that larger context. There
are also other factors that account
for the high numbers.
“If there is a high prevalence of
HIV in a given community and you
have sexual partners from that
community, your probability of
coming into contact with HIV is
much higher than others,” Fenton
said.
HIV is a preventable disease.
The crisis has spread quickly in the

U.S. for a number of reasons,
including a lack of knowledge,
limited access to health care, and
the failure to use condoms or limit
the number of sex partners.
In one report, the FDA said,
“The surest way to avoid STDs is
not to have sex altogether (abstinence). Another is to limit sex to
one partner who also limits his or
her sex in the same way
(monogamy). Condoms are not
100 percent safe, but if used
properly, will reduce the risk of
sexually transmitted diseases,
including
AIDS.
Protecting
yourself against the AIDS virus is
of special concern because this
disease is fatal and has no cure.” To
halt the spread of HIV, the CDC is
working to increase HIV literacy,
expanding testing, creating more
partnerships with grass root organizations and the black media,
enlisting the help of black leaders
as well as rethinking its whole
approach to tackling the epidemic.
As part of its effort to be more
effective, the Department of Health
and Human Services and CDC
announced in May a 5-year Act
Against AIDS partnership with 14
national black organizations,
including the NNPA. As part of the
partnership, CDC provided direct
grants to the organizations to hire
an AIDS coordinator and support
other efforts to better educate the
public about HIV/AIDS.
Fenton said everyone has a
role to pay. “Everyone and every
action counts,” he said. “And if we
are going to be truly successful in
bringing this epidemic to an end,
we’re going to have to enlist the
hearts and minds of the nation, of
communities and of individulas
across the country in bringing this
disease to an end.”
Fenton added, “All of us have
a role to play in ending this
epidemic, whether in reducing risk
behavior, talking about HIV to
family and friends and those who
we love, getting HIV tested,
knowing our HIV status and
encouraging others to know their
status, mobilizing our political
leaders and our faith leaders
around this epidemic and tackling
stigma and discrimination and the
silence which continues to kill so
many members of our community
every day.”

Breast Cancer Treatment

WASHINGTON, D.C. – A
bill introduced by Congresswoman
Kathy Castor to eliminate disparities in breast cancer diagnosis and
treatment will be the subject of a
significant hearing Wednesday in
the Subcommittee on Health. The
Eliminating Disparities in Breast
Cancer Treatment Act of 2009
will create incentives and requirements for adequate care for all
women, regardless of race,
income or health insurance status.
“This hearing, held during
Breast Cancer Awareness Month,
will highlight the very troubling
and costly issue of disparate
diagnosis and treatment,” Castor
said. “African-American and
Hispanic women are more likely
to die from breast cancer than
white women. This is a problem
we must solve.
“Fortunately, we will have the
opportunity to highlight the disparities and hear from experts
during Wednesday’s hearing,”
Castor continued. “My breast
cancer bill is one of only five bills
on breast cancer prevention,

research, treatment and quality of
care that will be considered, so it
is noteworthy it is included at this
hearing. I especially look forward
to hearing from my colleague
Rep. Wasserman Schultz, a breast
cancer survivor.”
Breast cancer is the secondleading cause of death from cancer
among American women, and
African-American and Hispanic
women are disproportionately
affected. African-American
women are about twice as likely to
be diagnosed with an advanced
stage of breast cancer as white
women. Hispanic women are 1.4
times more likely to be diagnosed
with an advanced stage of breast
cancer. The American Cancer
Society has found that Hispanic
women are about 20 percent more
likely to die from breast cancer
than non-Hispanic women.
The disparity is linked in large
part to the lack of early detection.
In addition, African-American
women are less likely to receive a
screening to see if their cancer has
spread to underarm lymph nodes.

This screening is critical in preventing the spread of cancer to
o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e b o d y.
Furthermore, sometimes there are
delays in treatment after a
diagnosis.
Castor’s bill is designed to
standardize health care practices
for breast cancer patients and to
eliminate inequities in treatment.
The bill requires providers –
doctors, hospitals – to report their
practices and ensures that doctors
aren’t compensated for inadequate care.
“All women with breast
cancer should have access to the
best medical diagnostic and
follow-up care,” Castor said. “We
cannot tolerate these disparities
any longer.”
The Health Subcommittee is
scheduled to meet at 10 a.m.
Wednesday. The hearing will be
w e b c a s t a t w w w. e n e rg y c o m m e r c e . h o u s e . g o v. T h e
Subcommittee on Health is part of
t h e E n e rg y & C o m m e r c e
Committee.
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).............................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed) ..................................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Queen Street

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church Of God In Christ

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

(727) 896-4356

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

YOUR CHURCH CAN
BE LISTED HERE

Call Today 727-896-2922

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church
1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Church School..................................................8:00 a.m.
Early Morning ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Wed. Mid-week Family Night Bible Study .....7:00 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Mission Statement

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

REV. WAYNE G.
THOMPSON, PASTOR

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

5315 28th Avenue South
Gulfport, Florida
727-744-3589

Wednesday Night Bible Study ........................7:00 pm
Bible Study Location: 5004 Tangerine Ave. So., Gulfport

Sunday School ............................................... 9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service ...............................11:00 am
(1st thru 4th Sundays)

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

New Covenant Holiness Church
1625 6th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL
727-821-3561
Pastor’s 8th Anniversary Service
“A Willing Example” 1 Peter 5:1-4
Sunday Services are at 4 pm • Wed. & Fri. Services are at 7 pm
Friday, Oct. 9 ..............Souls Harvest - Pastor Anderson
Sunday, Oct. 11...........Word of Life - Pastor Hodge (Services @ Word of Life)
Wednesday, Oct 14.....Bible Truth & Deliverance - Pastor Garrett
Friday, Oct. 16 ............Power for Living - Pastor Burden, New Congregation - Pastor Mills
Sunday, Oct. 18...........St. Matthews - Pastor Swackerd; Corner Stone - Pastor James
Truth Faith & Deliverance - Pastor Holt
Wednesday, Oct. 21 ....Shiloh FBH - Pastor Buck; Holy Ghost COG - Pastor Seaberry
Mt. Calvary - Pastor Peak
Pastor
Friday, Oct. 23 ............Genesis - Pastor Culbreth; Kingdom Harvest - Pastor Dancil
Kenneth
D.
Sunday, Oct. 25...........ANIVERSARY SERVICE - 11 am Min. Kevin Jackson (Speaker)
Jackson
4 pm - Emanuel - Pastor Davis; Mt. Pilgrim - Pastor Hazley

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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THE ROCK

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Schedule of Services

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Friendship

2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF
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Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Rober t Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Beth e l Me t r o p o l i t a n B ap tis t
Church “God’s House in the City”
under the leadership of our soldier of
the cross, and drum major for justice,
Dr Rickey L. Houston, extend an invitation to the community to join us as we
communicate Gods’ Word at 10:00 a.m.
worship service Sunday, Sunday
School at 9:00 a.m. and Bible Study
and Teen Summit Wednesday evening,
at 7:00. We also encourage the
community to make use of our Prayer
Line. (727-321-9645)
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary
Baptist Church is committed to a
Christ-centered, People-centered,
Team-centered and Bible-based

ministry; with priorities focused on
Love, Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in worship, we
care for one another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these priorities results
in a kaleidoscope of ministries at
Bethel Metropolitan for all ages and
interests.
The Scholarship Ministry along
with St. Petersburg College (CROP)
Program will host a College Fair for
high school students and adults who
wish to enter and return to college for a
degree. The fair will be held on

Saturday, Oct. 17, from 9:00 a.m. 12:00 p.m. The event is FREE and open
to the public. There will representatives
from various colleges and universities
to speak with you on graduation and
admission requirements, financial aid,
dual enrollment, etc.
The Youth Ministry will again
present a Christian alternative event for
Halloween. Harvest Fest will be
observed Saturday, Oct. 31, 4:00 – 7:00
p.m. Join us for an afternoon of FUN,
FOOD and GAMES.
Seeking Wisdom from the
Almighty Divine in 2009
Proverbs 3:13, 9:10-11 James 1:5.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

“One Lord, One Faith, One
Baptism, One Church”
Church leaders should be reflections of God’s truth. To be a church
leader “overseer” is a heavy responsibility because the church belongs to the
living God. Church leaders should not
be elected because they are popular, nor
should they be allowed to push their
way to the top. Instead, they should be
chosen by the church because of their
respect for the truth, both in what they
believe and how they live. Church
leaders should be faithful to family
responsibilities. Christian workers and
volunteers sometimes make mistakes of
thinking their work is so important that
they are justified in ignoring their
families. Spiritual leadership, however,
must begin at home. If a man is not
wiling to care for, discipline, and teach

his children, he is not qualified to lead
the church. As Pastor/Teacher, God
would not want his servants to allow
our ministries to detract us from our
family responsibilities. Besides all that
a congregation does: not only pray for
their pastor, support their pastor,
moreover they must understand that he
is human. Therefore, he is just as
responsible to God for his spiritual
family as his biological family. There
are times in ministry when the Pastor
needs to spend quality time with his
family. By understanding this concept,
you show deep appreciation to God for
your pastor.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., God’s
anointed and appointed leader and the
entire Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church Family extends a cordial
welcome to each of you.

Join us for worship services Sunday
at 7:45 and 10:45 a.m.
We are believers in Christ who are
reaching out to the world, preaching
the gospel to the unsaved and teaching
the saved to serve by demonstrating the
love of Christ.
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Weekly Meditation on WRXB at
6:45 a.m. Tune in to hear Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr.; Wednesday Noon Day Bible
Study; 6:30 p.m. Intercessory Prayer
7:00 Evening Bible Study
First Wednesday of each month,
join us at 7:00 p.m. for Wednesday
night “L.I.V.E.” worship service.
(Living in Victory Everyday)
Please vitis our website at
w w w. f m b c t h e s h i p . o r g / E : M a i l :
fmbc3300@verizon.net Phone: 727906-8300.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the World by Equipping
Believers to Reach the Lost with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
CALLING ALL BOYS AND
GIRLS WHO WANT TO BECOME
SCOUTS.
Mt. Zion is holding Boys Scouts
and Girl Scouts troop meetings that are
open to the youth of our community.
Troop meetings are held every Monday
evening. Boy Scouts meet at 7:00 on
the 3rd fl. Cub Scouts meet at 7:00 pm
in the Children’s Center, and the Girl

Scouts meet at 6:30 p.m. in the YUF
House located at 1022 20th St.
C.A.R.E., Choosing Addiction
Recovery Efforts
C.A.R.E. is a faith based support
group for substance abuse. It merges
practical wisdom, with effective ways
to master the traditional 12-step
program, which also acknowledges the
Lord Jesus Christ as the first and
foremost highest power. Meetings are
held every Tuesday evening at 6 at
1906 at 9 Ave. S. The third Tuesday of

each month is earmarked to assist
young adults (16-25) on their personal
road to recovery. FMI call Rev. Keith
or Jewel Murphy 894-2595
Youth Ministry News: The Sunday,
Oct. 11, topic will be “The Love
Connection: The True Meaning.” The
Youth Chapel is located at 921 20th St.
S.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church is located at 955 20th
St. S.; Phone: 727-894-4311.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT,
ONE HOPE”
Our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend
Carlos L. Senior and the New Hope
Church family invite you to study and
worship with us whenever our doors
are open. See the ad for times of
worship.
UPCOMING EVENTS
“The Incredible Family”
(For further information, call
727-896-5228)
Church Engagement

Oct. 14
Rest
Missionary
Traveler’s
Baptist Church
Rev. William M. Greene, Pastor
7:30 p.m.
“Wear Pink Sunday at the
Hope”
Breast Cancer Awareness
Oct. 18
“Men Who Cook”
Oct. 18
Immediately following Morning
Service

Donation: $10.00
Leadership Conference
Oct. 22 – 24
Annual Session
West Coast Baptist Association
Sanford, Florida
Nov. 4 – 6
“Now he who supplies seed to the
sower and bread for food will also
supply and increase your store of seed
and will enlarge the harvest of your
righteousness.”
II Corinthians 9:10

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official
staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the
entire congregation of St. Mark,
extends to the community at large, its
wishes that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His son
Jesus Christ.
Events in October
Oct. 6-10 - South Florida
Progressive
Baptist Association
hosted by Mt. Pleasant M.B. Church
in Tampa.
Oct. 14-18 St. Mark M. B. Church
Seventy Eighth Church Anniversary
Theme: “Building a Covenant
Partnership, Together We Can Do It”.
Week Night Services begin at 7:00
p.m

Oct. 14 Guest church St. John M.
B. Church, Rev. Norris Martin, Pastor
Oct. 15 Greater Mt. Zion A.M.E.,
Rev. Clarence Williams, Pastor
Oct. 16 Bethel Community
Baptist Church, Rev. Manuel Sykes,
Pastor
Oct. 17 Church Family Picnic at
Dell Holmes Park
Oct. 18 Church Anniversary
Finale Worship service at 4:00 p.m.
Guest
Church
First
Baptist
Institutional Church, Rev. Wayne
Thompson, Pastor
St. Mark Offers …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30. All are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at
6:00 p.m. Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting

is held every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study
is held every Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Open to all elementary
school age children ever Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Homework help and
reading tutors available. Will resume
after the start of school.
DESTINATION GRADUATION:
Wednesdays - 6-7:30 p.m. all
Ages: Reading Specialist; Free
computer class for children and youth.
In addition, there is tutorial assistance
for Math (Algebra and Geometry) and
Senior Focus for all High School
Seniors (FCAT, ACT/SAT); assistance
with college applications, essay and
financial aid/scholarships.
St. Mark Technology Lab: the St.
Mark Computer Lab will be open and
available for classes for elementary
students Monday (6-8 p.m.), Tuesday
and Thursday (5-6 p.m.) and
Wednesday (5-6 p.m. and 6:30-7:30
p.m.)

Church News
due by 4:00 p.m. on
Monday of each week.
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